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Mr. KAHELE. Mr. Speaker, it is with 

profound sadness that I stand before 
you to share the passing of a legendary 
news and sports broadcaster, an accom-
plished musician, a father, friend, and 
son of Hawaii, Robert Kaleimomi 
Kekaula, who unexpectedly passed 
away last Saturday in Hawaii at 56 
years of age. 

In order to tell you about Robert, I 
must do so with great respect to his 
chosen career path and success as the 
consummate communicator. 

Where, when, and how quickly he ac-
quired his excellent skills, whether at 
his high school alma mater, the Kame-
hameha Schools, the University of Ha-
waii, where he earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in communications, or throughout 
his experience as a Native Hawaiian 
growing up on Hawaii Island, I can’t 
say. 

Yet what I can say with certainty is 
that Robert held the powerful ability 
of talking to people; not about people, 
but to people. And he did it exceedingly 
well, with thousands, including myself, 
for 35 years in the broadcast industry. 

It is quite possible that his talents 
were not learned skills at all, but, 
rather, God-given gifts that he so will-
ingly shared with all of us. I would be 
hard-pressed to find a living room or 
dining table in Hawaii that did not at 
some point during that time welcome 
in Robert Kekaula and his daily 
evening news and sports reports. 

The reason, Robert connected with 
people. For him, people came first, be-
fore the stories, before the news. He 
understood that the primary role of the 
news, of the media was to improve peo-
ple’s lives. It was not to be sensational. 
It was not to stoke conflict. It was to 
inform. 

That sincerity, that genuine care, 
from a man with that unmistakable 
baritone voice and dominant presence, 
made people comfortable to watch him; 
moreover, comfortable to share the de-
tails of their lives with him, and the 
audience who leaned in to listen and 
learn. 

Described as a perfectionist, he held 
himself and others to three require-
ments in the newsroom. What went out 
of his newsroom and into the living 
rooms had to be correct, pertinent, and 
helpful to Hawaii. 

He had a photographic memory for 
detail. He was a wordsmith. He had the 
ear of key figures in Hawaii sports. He 
was proud of the local kids who made 
it. He was all about Hawaii. 

His reach into our homes did not stop 
with him, however, because Robert 
made it a point to share his knowledge. 
As a mentor, he could see in young 
journalists what others could not see. 

He opened his door to those who oth-
erwise had doors closed in their faces. 
And just as folks welcomed him into 
their homes, Robert would welcome as-
piring broadcasters into his home of 
sports and news. 

Many young men and women he 
mentored went on to become sports an-
chors, as well as news reporters, and 

every single one of them was better for 
having Robert in their lives. 

His bright Aloha shirts became his 
mainstay. He became synonymous with 
them. He was rarely seen without one. 
And on the national circuit, the Daily 
Show with Trevor Noah shared a shot 
of Robert in his Aloha shirt, and Noah 
commented: ‘‘Even their newscasts are 
so chill.’’ 

The brightness of Robert’s shirts 
only mirrored the brightness of his 
smile and the endless radiance of his 
Aloha spirit. 

Within this skilled communicator 
and mentor lived a Native Hawaiian 
who inspired others, including myself. 
To see Robert on the news and the 
small screen gave way to other Native 
Hawaiians to believe they could have a 
career on TV, too. 

In public, he was just as approach-
able, and friends tell me he often cov-
ered the tab for those he didn’t know. 

His legacy lives on through the peo-
ple fortunate enough to learn from him 
and work with him and in the music he 
composed, produced, and performed 
alongside his daughter, Tiera, and 
through his family and friends whom 
he loved dearly. 

‘‘’A’ohe mea nana e ho’opuhili, he 
moho no ka la makani,’’ ‘‘there is no 
one to interfere, for he is a messenger 
of a windy day,’’ said in admiration of 
a person who lets nothing stop him 
from carrying out the task entrusted 
to him. 

To me and to so many others, that is 
the essence of Robert, who carried out 
the task as the consummate communi-
cator with extreme love for Hawaii and 
its people. 

Mahalo, Robert Kaleimomi Kekaula, 
for your immeasurable contributions 
to Hawaii. We are forever grateful, and 
you will be forever missed. 

f 

DR. DREW VAN HORN IS A 
TREMENDOUS ASSET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the presi-
dent of Young Harris College, Dr. Drew 
Van Horn. 

In 2017, Dr. Van Horn was selected as 
the 23rd president of Young Harris Col-
lege and has been a tremendous addi-
tion to the school with his wealth of 
knowledge and expertise. 

Dr. Van Horn has brought more than 
30 years of experience in higher edu-
cation to Young Harris College, includ-
ing nine years as president of Brevard 
College in North Carolina. 

As a graduate of Young Harris Col-
lege, and a friend of Dr. Van Horn, I ap-
preciate his dedication and his work on 
behalf of Young Harris College. I know 
the entire Mountain Lion community 
joins me in thanking Dr. Van Horn for 
his service to our beloved college. 

Dr. Van Horn, we love you and appre-
ciate you. 

CONGRATULATING FORT STEWART 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to recognize Fort Stew-

art as the winner of the Army Environ-
mental Award for Natural Resources 
Conservation for a large installation. 

Located southwest of Savannah, 
Georgia, Fort Stewart is the largest 
Army post east of the Mississippi 
River. Fort Stewart is home to the 3rd 
Infantry Division and seven species 
protected by the Endangered Species 
Act on 284,000 acres of pine forest, wet-
lands, and blackwater rivers. 

The Fort’s land is managed by a 
team tasked with balancing military 
readiness and environmental steward-
ship. This dedicated team ensures that 
conditions are set for soldiers to train 
and prepare for deployment, while also 
managing environmental assets that 
include wildlife management and cul-
tural resource management. 

The Army Environmental Award for 
Natural Resources Conservation re-
flects the hard work of Fort Stewart’s 
leadership, staff, and personnel in de-
fending not only the people of the 
United States, but its environment as 
well. 

I am proud to rise today to recognize 
this tremendous achievement and com-
mend the hard work of Fort Stewart 
soldiers. 
FREDDIE’S GARAGE AND TOWING CELEBRATES 75 

YEARS IN BUSINESS 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to recognize the 75th 
anniversary of Freddie’s Garage and 
Towing in Tybee Island, Georgia. 

In August of 1946, Freddie’s opened on 
Tybee Island, Georgia. Although 
Freddie’s transitioned from a gas sta-
tion to a garage over the years, 
Freddie’s continues to operate in their 
original location. 

Residents of the Tybee Island com-
munity have trusted Freddie’s through 
multiple generations. For 75 years, cus-
tomers are relieved to know that 
Freddie’s dependable service will al-
ways be there to keep their car run-
ning. 

Freddie’s Garage and Towing is a per-
fect example of a hardworking Amer-
ican business. As a small business 
owner for more than 30 years, I com-
mend the hard work and dedication 
that Freddie’s Garage and Towing has 
shown to their customers. 

The team at Freddie’s Garage and 
Towing works hard to maintain the 
trust of the Tybee Island community, 
and I congratulate them for 75 years of 
success. 

f 

CHECK YOUR ELIGIBILITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MOULTON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleagues who worked diligently 
to pass the advanced child tax credit, 
which will cut child poverty in half in 
just one year. We have a responsibility 
to make this money accessible to every 
child. 

While our elder daughter, Emmy, is 
accounted for, our pandemic baby, 
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Caroline, is not. In my district, the IRS 
estimates that more than 6,000 children 
are unaccounted for. 

My team has worked tirelessly to get 
relief to our constituents. I encourage 
our constituents to visit the IRS 
website to check their eligibility. 
There is even a tool for nonfilers. 

The IRS is underfunded, and we need 
to fix that, but they have done a phe-
nomenal job getting this set up. 

While our caseworkers are always 
happy to help, our constituents 
shouldn’t leave money on the table. So, 
check your eligibility and find out 
what makes sense for your family. 

b 1030 

AMERICA NEEDS TO DO THE RIGHT THING 

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, our Af-
ghan allies and friends risked their 
lives, not just for their country, but for 
ours. They put their lives on the line, 
not just for Afghanistan, but for Amer-
ica. And they are not just Afghan he-
roes, but American heroes, too. 

They risked their lives because we 
made a solemn promise to them: We 
have your backs. Because we said that 
we have their backs, they now have a 
target on theirs. 

Today, the Biden administration has 
heard the call of veterans across Amer-
ica who have said: Save our allies. Do 
the right thing by the promise that we 
made. 

They have heeded our calls to pursue 
an evacuation because there simply is 
not enough time for special immigrant 
visas to be processed. It is 80 days until 
our withdrawal. The average time to 
process an SIV is 800 days. 

Today is, therefore, a bright chapter 
in the long story of the advocacy of 
veterans all over this country, Demo-
crat and Republican, who have called 
on the administration to execute a 
plan for evacuation. 

But the story is far from over. We 
need to see a detailed operational plan, 
including a way to collect our allies 
from across this war-torn country, a 
way to ensure that their family mem-
bers are saved as well, and a clear plan 
to get them COVID vaccines so they 
can travel safely to other countries, or 
to Guam, and not carry a risk of car-
rying the disease. 

We also need to see an operational 
commander named to lead this effort, 
and we need a guarantee that this 
evacuation mission will continue until 
it is complete. 

The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, General Milley, said yesterday 
that we have a moral obligation to ful-
fill this promise. I would add that that 
moral obligation is not just to our Af-
ghan friends and allies. It is to every 
future young American on the ground 
in some conflict overseas who needs a 
friend, who needs an interpreter, who 
needs an ally and makes that promise 
once again: Come work with us. Come 
risk your life for us because we have 
your back. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHRIS 
OBERHEIM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Mrs. MILLER) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life and 
work of Champaign Police Officer Chris 
Oberheim. 

Our communities in Illinois and 
across the Nation continue to mourn 
the loss of this fallen hero. 

Officer Oberheim was called home to 
be with the Lord on May 19, 2021. Offi-
cer Oberheim was on duty when he was 
shot and killed while attempting to 
protect a mother and her children. 

Officer Oberheim put his life on the 
line and made the ultimate sacrifice. 
As Champaign Police Chief Anthony 
Cobb stated, the debt of gratitude we 
owe Officer Oberheim and his family 
goes beyond written and spoken word. 

Throughout his career, Officer 
Oberheim put the people of his commu-
nity first, and he was a true credit to 
the badge he wore, receiving two med-
als of valor for courageous acts of self-
less bravery, as well as countless let-
ters of accommodation. 

Officer Oberheim’s life and service 
will not and should not be forgotten. 
My prayers are with his wife, Amber, 
as well as his four daughters, Hannah, 
Avery, Addison, and Aubrey. 

I had the great honor of speaking 
with Amber Oberheim, a devoted wife 
and a strong woman of faith. She told 
me that her husband had a servant’s 
heart. His life revolved around his fam-
ily and protecting others. 

Chris was a son, brother, coach, 
friend, and leader, but his family was 
his first priority. 

To honor her husband, Amber 
Oberheim wants to create change. She 
started a foundation, Peacemaker 
Project 703, to support brothers and sis-
ters in blue. Amber’s goal is to pro-
mote the support of our law enforce-
ment officers and their families and to 
shine a light on their service and sac-
rifice. 

These are dangerous times. Please 
love and appreciate our officers. May 
God bless the Oberheim family. 

f 

ANTI-SEMITISM IS UNACCEPTABLE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
HOULAHAN). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. BACON) 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BACON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to address the very concerning 
uptick in hate crimes against members 
of the Jewish community in recent 
weeks. To be clear, these incidents 
have not been isolated, and their sheer 
volume should frighten us all. 

We must do more to acknowledge 
these crimes against our Jewish broth-
ers and sisters and ensure the perpetra-
tors of these crimes are held account-
able. 

Perhaps the most telling sign of how 
dangerous things have gotten is the 

statistical data. Those who clearly 
identify as Jews, with their garb and 
outward trappings, have been viciously 
and frequently targeted. 

According to the ADL, there has been 
an 80 percent increase in anti-Semitic 
incidents in the United States. Some 
include Nazi propaganda in public 
parks and synagogues as well as sus-
pensions in schools related to anti-Se-
mitic attacks. 

In Lincoln, Nebraska, the South 
Street Temple was spray-painted with 
swastikas and racial epithets. In 
Omaha, about 75 headstones were top-
pled and more than $50,000 in damage 
caused at the Temple Israel Cemetery. 

I have repeatedly condemned this be-
havior and stand with Nebraska’s Jew-
ish community and all of those across 
the U.S. who have experienced similar 
situations. 

Recently, I had the pleasure of meet-
ing one of the most prominent leaders 
of the orthodox Jewish community, 
Rabbi Dovid Hofstedter, the son of Hol-
ocaust survivors who founded the 
Dirshu, the largest Torah organization 
in the world. 

Rabbi Hofstedter was compelled to 
come to Washington to address my col-
leagues and me about the very serious 
issues related to the safety and secu-
rity of the State of Israel, including 
the hatred toward Israel that has 
manifested itself in many cases toward 
the entire Jewish people. 

I committed to Rabbi Hofstedter that 
we, in Congress, will do everything in 
our power to continue standing up for 
the Jewish people and ensuring their 
safety, from New York to Nebraska and 
all across the United States. 

During his address to my colleagues 
and I, Rabbi Hofstedter remarked that 
perhaps at no time since the 1930s have 
we found ourselves in a more similar 
situation. Jewish lives are being 
threatened both domestically and on a 
global scale. However, after watching 
the hate crimes against our Jewish 
brothers and sisters over the last few 
weeks, it is abundantly clear that the 
rabbi’s words were sadly and tragically 
understated. 

It is time for all of us in Congress to 
wake up to the reality of the hatred 
that is being directed toward the Jew-
ish people and ensure that ‘‘never 
again’’ truly means ‘‘never again.’’ 

Cowardice emboldens the enemy. 
What Rabbi Hofstedter and Dirshu rep-
resent is the true antidote to this ven-
omous hatred that has been exhibited 
toward the community he leads. 

We must not buckle under fear but, 
rather, call out the haters and show 
that the Jewish people as a community 
will never stand down. They will con-
tinue to practice their Jewish heritage 
with their heads held high. 

Out of the darkness of the Holocaust, 
Rabbi Hofstedter decided to dedicate 
his life to reviving the levels of Jewish 
scholarship and education to the levels 
that were predating the Holocaust. As 
the son of Holocaust survivors, Rabbi 
Hofstedter’s personal life’s mission 
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